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Village Commons Master Plan  New Lenox

GINKGO led the development of the master plan for over 100 acres of the area 
around the Village Commons, the civic core of the Village of New Lenox. The Village 
has made significant investments in the commons already, with a new Village Hall, 
Library, Police Station, park and bandshell. Major commercial developments have 
also been completed to strengthen the civic core.

This master plan looked at finding viable solutions to connecting the commons to 
the Route 30 corridor. At the heart of the plan is a large centralized detention pond 
and park that is planned to be the heart of new commercial development. Ginkgo 
worked with CBBEL to develop the overall master plan and the detention area, 
and designs for the streets and trails.

Connecting the Village Municipal Campus to a  major commercial corridor

A Park & Promenade for community gathering that builds on the Village Commons and 
also becomes a catalyst for private development 
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RESTAURANTS
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COMMONS 
MASTER PLAN

A Park & Promenade 
for community 
gathering that 
builds on the Village 
Commons and also 
becomes a catalyst for 
private development 

Consolidated 
detention 
opportunities serving 
the whole area

Viable land use and 
development options 
for the vacant and 
underutilized land in 
the Study Area

COMMONS 
MASTER PLAN

Creating a 
unique destination for 

New Lenox and the 
South Suburbs

1
Promenade

2
Connectivity

3
Bike Hub

4
Development

Master Plan Goals

A Pedesrian Promenade 
around a Consolidated 
detention Pond as an 
economic catalyst for high 
quality development.

4     STUDY AREA MAP

5     EXISTING ROADWAYS AND PARCELS

9   THE MASTER PLAN

10   PLAN PRINCIPLES

11   PROPOSED ROADWAY & BIKE FRAMEWORK

12   MASTER PLAN ELEMENTS

32   SHOWCASING POSSIBILITIES

A stronger presence and 
greater visibility for the 
Village Commons from 
Route 30 and surrounding 
roads.

The Village Commons as a 
strong bike hub along the 
Old Road Regional Trail. 

Long-term redevelopment 
options for the vacant and 
underutilized parcels in 
the Study Area.
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NEW POND

• Street Sections showcasing possibilities of for the 
new Independence Boulevard connection from 
Nelson Road to Veteran’s Parkway as a green, 
pedestrian friendly street along the proposed new 
pond.

• The 72’ R.O.W. assumes two lanes of traffic, street 
parking on both sides, parkway landscaping, 
sidwalks, and bike trail along the pond edge.

• Approx. 16’ of buffer is assumed from the R.O.W. to 
the HWL of the pond.
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NEW INDEPENDENCE 
BOULEVARD

ROUTE 30 
IMPROVEMENTS

• Street Sections showcasing possibilities of 
transforming this section of Route 30 into an 
attractive boulevard.

• By consolidating curb cuts along Route 30 
and minimizing mid block turn movements, a 
landscaped median can be installed in the center 
turn lane.

•  Parkway landscaping, signage and lighting can be 
added to create an attractive street 

• A bike trail connection is proposed along the 
north edge of Route 30 and south of the Metra 
tracks that can connect the commons to the Metra 
station to the east.
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ROCKFORD WATERFRONT, HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP

Pedestrian bridge over pond, 
paths, overlooks, seating 
areas, landscaping, outdoor 
art, lighting, and more.

Naperville Riverwalk
Naperville, Illinois

Once home to parking lots and a municipal storage yard, downtown Naperville has become the 
centerpiece of a transformation from a declining area into one of the Nation’s best places to live. The 
project’s first phase was paid for by citizens’ donations and discounted services and materials from 
local architects, landscape architects and contractors.  Incremental portions of the four-mile, 75-acre 
linear park have been constructed each year since 1981.  Now a well-recognized landmark, the project 
has encouraged other communities to reinvest in their own downtown riverfronts.  Says Christine 
Jeffries, President of the Naperville Development Partnership:  “Naperville could have gone the way 
of other small towns faced with the recession, as struggling businesses left the downtown or closed.  
Instead, citizens giving back to their community became the catalyst for drawing people back into the 
downtown, infusing it with activity and a renewed economy.  The city we have come to embrace was 
built brick-by-brick with the Naperville Riverwalk.”

Client
Naperville Riverwalk 

Commission

Contact
  George Pradel,  

Mayor
 630.420.6018

Status
Complete

Size
75 acres

Design Team
Charles Vincent George 

Design Group 

Awards
“150 Great Places in Illinois,”  
AIA–Illinois Chapter, 2007;

 Gold and Honor Awards,
 Illinois Landscape

 Contractors Assn., 1983;
Nat’l Landscape Award, 

American Association 
of Nurserymen, 1992;

Certificate of Merit,
 American Association of 

Nurserymen, 1983  

NAPERVILLE RIVERWALK, HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP

Possibilities

Promenade  & Pond

showcasing Possibilities
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Pedestrian paths, overlooks, seating 
areas, landscaping, outdoor art, 
lighting, and more.

Restaurant 
Patios, 
outdoor 
seating, 
tents etc. 
along the 
promenade

Activities for all age groups, daytime and evenings, 
including NATURE PLAY, Ice Rink, Gardens, 
Participatory Fountains, Outdoor Art etc.

Possibilities

Promenade Restaurants 
with Outdoor Seating

Possibilities

Programming the Park


