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The Village Center Master Plan creates a Transit Oriented District around 
Manhattan’s  Metra train station and revitalizes the existing Historic Downtown. 
The Village Center is planned to be anchored by a Civic Campus containing a new 
Village Hall,  Library and other civic uses organized around a public square. Ginkgo 
led the award winning plan to create detailed recommendations to build the 
plan in viable phases. Extensive community outreach helped the community to 
see their vision translated into a bold plan. SB Friedman conducted the market 
analysis for residential, retail and commercial uses that would be transit-supportive 
and serve to increase the ridership at the Metra Station.  The findings from 
this analysis guided the planning process and provided insights regarding the 
competitive position of the study area, market-supportable real estate product 
types, and overall absorption time frame for the development. 
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DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY

CIVIC AND INSTITUTIONAL
CIVIC CAMPUS  +15.0 ACRES TOTAL
(INCLUDING VILLAGE HALL, LIBRARY, DETENTION, PARKING, PARKS 
/ RECREATION, AND OTHER FUTURE CIVIC USES)
CHURCH   +1.0 ACRES TOTAL
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE
VILLAGE SQUARE  +1.7 ACRES
MEYER PARK   +4.0 ACRES
DETENTION   +15.5 ACRES TOTAL
(INCLUDING DETENTION FOR CIVIC CAMPUS, RETAIL AND 
RESIDENTIAL)
COMMERCIAL / MIXED USE
GOUGAR RETAIL   +10.2 ACRES TOTAL, 
APPROX. 450 PARKING SPACES
(POTENTIAL FOR TOTAL +80,000 SF RETAIL, INCLUDING A 
GROCERY, APPROX. 25,000 SF TO 35,000 SF)
MIXED USE BLOCKS
(AT VILLAGE SQUARE)  +2.8 ACRES 
(INCLUDING COMMERCIAL, MIXED USE, OFFICE, SENIOR HOUSING)
RESIDENTIAL USES
VILLAGE CENTER SITE 
(WEST OF FOREST PRESERVE ROW) +44.8 ACRES 
VILLAGE CENTER SITE
 (EAST OF FOREST PRESERVE ROW)  +8.1 ACRES OF
TOTAL RESIDENTIAL ACREAGE +52.9 ACRES
RENTAL UNITS (3-4 STORIES)  130 TO 150 DU  APPROX. 
ROWHOUSES / TOWNHOMES  80 TO 120 DU 
(1,600 – 3,000 SF) APPROX. 
SINGLE FAMILY DETACHED       100 TO 150 DU 
(6,000 – 8,250 SF LOTS) APPROX.

    

Major Plan Elements
1. VILLAGE HALL, POLICE STATION AND 
      MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS
2. LIBRARY
3. PARK DISTRICT BUILDING
4. CHURCH
5. VILLAGE SQUARE
6. NORTH LAKE 
7. WEST BOULEVARD

8. GOUGAR COMMERCIAL
9. MEYER PARK
10. NATURAL AREA AND DETENTION
11. STATION BOULEVARD
12. LANDSCAPED ROUNDABOUT
13. PARK BOULEVARD
14. WAUPONSEE TRAIL
15. EXTENDED FRONT STREET

16. REDEVELOPMENT OF FRONT ST.
17. REDEVELOPMENT OF WABASH ST. BLOCKS
18. REDEVELOPMENT OF STATE STREET BLOCKS
19. POTENTIAL GRADE CROSSING OPTION 1
20. POTENTIAL GRADE CROSSING OPTION 2
21. COMMUTER PARKING
22. METRA STATION
23. INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS

The Village Center is envisioned to be 
a unique mixed use district around the 
train station, where a variety of land 
uses are within walking distance of each 
other. Residential blocks are designed 
to encourage different home types and 
sizes. Diverse uses in a compact setting 
will allow sharing of resources like 
detention and parking.  Redevelopment 
and extension of Front Street as a mixed 
use street will ensure continuity between 
Downtown and the Village Center site.
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