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Vision Plan Chicago’s Historic Downtown Core

Chicago’s historic downtown core, comprised of State Street, Wabash Avenue, and Michigan
Avenue, is as much a part of the city’s future as its past. To ensure that ongoing public and
private sector revitalization projects along the streets adequately address the area’s unique
historic characteristics, this plan lays out a long term vision for the district with a very focused
action plan. Released in 2000, the plan addresses development issues in the East Loop involving
businesses, academic and cultural institutions, retailers, restaurants, hotels and other factors.
Most of the actions items in the plan have been implemented, including streetscape and
signage, construction of parking garages, new retail investments and adaptive reuse of historic

buildings. The Historic Michigan Avenue Boulevard is now protected by ordinance and sign and

design guidelines for the overall district are in place.
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Corridor Plan|Chicago’s Historic Downtown Core

Implementation
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Since it's adoption by the City in 2000, most of the recommendations and the Priority
Projects outlined in the plan have been implemented, including streetscape and signage

for Wabash Avenue, improvements to the L, construction of parking garages, new retail

investments, reuse of historic buildings, and the creation of an Academic Core.
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