
G I N K G O  P L A N N I N G  &  D E S I G N  I N C

Lead Planner
GINKGO Planning & Design Inc.
with
DLK Architecture Inc.
S B Friedman Inc.
Transystems and CCS Inc.

Client
City of Chicago
Department of Community Development

Client Reference
Ms. Oneida Pate
Project Manager, Department of Community Development
City of Chicago
Ph: (312) 744-7471

Status	         
Completed 2009

This Corridor Plan is a detailed economic, 
transportation and land use master plan for 
the over 300 acres of underutilized land on the 
Chicago River. New residential and retail uses in 
the area are trying to isolate the manufacturing 
uses from the neighborhoods, creating 
disconnected streets and an overall lack of sense 
of community or place.

As the lead master planners, GINKGO developed 
detailed plans for roadways, stormwater 
management, open spaces, riverfront trails, 
potential land uses, parking strategies and 
building massing options that showcased 
economically viable best practices.
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INFRASTRUCTURE

Examples of storm water BMP include:
• Green roofs which are layers of living vegetation that can 

be installed on top of buildings. The vegetation on the roof 
absorbs the initial rainfall and slows down storm water runoff.  
This practice has the added bene t of reducing energy costs by 
keeping the building cooler in the summer by absorbing solar 
energy and warmer in the winter by providing insulation.

• Natural landscaping utilizing native vegetation can enhance 
absorption of storm water. Filter strips are vegetated areas 
that are designed to receive runoff from adjacent impervious 
surfaces. Downspouts may also be directed to drain onto 
these vegetated areas.  Bio-in ltration-rain gardens are 
shallow landscaped depressions used to increase storm water 
absorption.   Drainage swales are broad, vegetated channels 
that can be used for the movement and temporary storage of 
runoff.  These can also be provided along the Chicago River to 
reduce erosion.

• Natural detention basins that emulate natural lake or wetland 
systems can be used to absorb and detain storm water.  A 
detention basin could be placed in the park adjacent to the 
DeVry campus.  When no rainwater is present, the park will 
have land that can be used as a soccer or football  eld.

• Permeable pavers can promote the absorption of storm water.  
Instead of being transported via a drainage structure to the 
sewer system, water trickles through the permeable pavers 
and into the ground below and eventually into the water table.  
This could be particularly useful in the Dominick’s parking lot.

• “Green Alley’s” which use permeable pavers in addition to 
pervious asphalt or concrete.  These alleys reduce the amount 
of rainwater which enters the sewer system (if catch basins are 
present) and/or reduce the amount of sheet  ow of rainwater 
to the adjacent streets.  Green Alley’s could replace all alleys 
within the Corridor.

With these BMP in place, there could be a substantial reduction in 
stormwater  ows into the sewer system.  This would mean less  ooding of 
streets and buildings.  

Figure 3-IN1 . Green Roof

Figure 3-IN2 . Permeable Pavers + Water Filtration (Courtesy of DLK Civic Design)
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Electricity

Electricity through the Addison Corridor is served by the grid owned by 
Commonwealth Edison (ComEd).  The substation which serves the Corridor 
is located at 3500 N. California.  A ‘green’ energy grid should be provided 
or managed by ComEd, allowing new or existing buildings to access 
alternative energy on a district-wide basis.

The recommended development for the Corridor will bring higher electricity 
demand.  However, ComEd does not forsee an issue with supply.  In 
keeping with making the campus more environmentally friendly, there 
are measures to reduce the demand on the existing system.  Two direct 
methods of reducing electricity demand are photovolt Addison Corridors 
and wind turbines.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Water System

Potable water for the Corridor is received from the Jardine Water Puri cation 
Plant (JWPP) which is owned by the City of Chicago.  The JWPP receives 
wastewater from Lake Michigan and feeds water to smaller distribution 
facilities which serve the Corridor via a series of water mains.  Water mains 
are located throughout the Corridor.  In particular a 24” main is located 
along Western, an 8” main along Irving Park, a 16” main along Addison, a 
16” main along Rockwell and Campbell between Belmont and Addison, a 
12” main along California between Belmont and Addison, and an 8” main 
along Elston within the Corridor.  Based on information received from 
DOWM, there appear to be no problems with water pressure within the 
Corridor.

With increased development, water demand will also increase.  It is 
estimated that water demand is 150 gallons per day per person.  Some 
of the stormwater BMP can be used to supplement water supply.  For 
instance, using natural landscaping will reduce the amount of treated 
water used to sustain plant life.  Additionally, rainwater can be collected 
in rain barrels and used for gardening and outside cleaning which reduces 
potable water use.

Rainwater harvesting systems can be used which provides a method of 
using  ltered and cleaned rainwater to supplement water needed to  ush 
toilets in buildings throughout the Corridor.  Rainwater is collected either 
on the roof of buildings or in an underground storage tank.  Rainwater is 
then  ltered and cleaned and pumped to a storage tank within the building.  
Upon  ushing, a booster pump is engaged to maintain the desired system 
pressure to the toilets.  Only when there is not enough water in the system 
to maintain this pressure is the municipal system used.
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Figure 3-IN3 . Riveredge Water Treatment Courtesy of DLK Civic Design[at Ward 33 
Public Works Facility]
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Stormwater Management Recommendations
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